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Um,I'dfust llke to say.,.
While I applaud the innovation of the
Northefl Aduocate and Channel
North's involvement in the local body
e:ections, I have but one criticism.

Channel North is not available to a
large number ofviewers in the
region. As a consequ|n.e, the
electorate relie. heai ilv on the
writtEn word.

I \a'as dismayed wiih the reporting
of the teler'lsed inte:"views of the last
few r"ceks. C,re wou;d have expected
the candidate"s responses iD have
been reported verbatim, yet the uhms
and ahs, stuttering, hesitance,
fluffrng and the referral to notes,
which indicates a lack of confidence
and commitment of some candidates,
was omittrd fi om the transcript.

Those who did proP:irii'
themselves well havc. in ml'opinion,
been disad'antaged by reporting that
was not accurate.

I have attended many of the public
meetings during this campaign,
listened to ihe ever-changing
stetements of some candidates n'ho
despemtely plagiarise other
candidates views in the hope of
scoring points and have been left
with grave doubts as to ihe abiliiy of
these people.

Your reporting differs widely ftom
what was said on the television and if
yourreaders have used these articles
to infl\erce their votes, they have
bcen nisled.

BRIAN J. CRAIG
lVhangarei

Editot's note: We'll make sure
there are som€ 'hms" and "ahs" l<rft
in. I'm sure voters will agree it's n"t
all about smooth-talkers, tholgh. If ii
was, Tirn Shadbolt would never have
been elected Mayor of Invercargill.
But point taken, Brian, thanks for
your letter.


